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In the heart of Asia lies the enormous and once forgotten land of the Mongols. For seventy years,

they were shut behind the borders of a secretive and murderous communist state. Then in 1990,

communism collapsed and the door suddenly opened. Jasper Becker, one of the first to cross the

border, found himself in a land of bloody conquerors, of wandering tribes, of prophets, shamans and

mystic kings. Lamas, nuns, politicians, scientists, prisoners, herders and hunters were at last free to

pour out their stories of stories of genocide and political and religious cultural destruction. But as the

author roams the country, he finds a country awakening to new hopes and dreams. Beneath the

boundless steppes is a treasure trove of minerals.
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Mongolia has been a mystical place to many. It is truly one of the world's last undiscovered travel

destinations to visit. A land where one can experience wide-open spaces, cobalt blue skies, forests,

deserts, crystal clear rivers and lakes, and the traditional hospitality of the nomads. Permanent

dwellings are few and far between, fences even fewer and the land is owned by the people, like one

large National Park. Jasper Becker's documented travel in Mongolia helps provide a solid and



interesting portrayal of life in Mongolia in current modern times and also shares the unique history

dating back to the Mongol Empire of Genghis Khan.I sincerely enjoyed reading the book and

recommend it as an erudite travel narrative on Mongolia for readers interested in the culture, history

and religious diversity in a lesser traveled place in Asia. Its vividly written and well researched. It

really sparkled my interest to explore the wild and untamed Mongolia now!

While a bit dated, 1990s, I found the book detailed and extensive covering the history and the land

(and outer regions) of Mongolia. Quite refreshing!

This book provided a ton of information about the history of Mongolia, which proved relevant as we

traveled across the country, but it was so dry; I had trouble getting through it.
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